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Photo by Jeff Montgomery 
President David Burks and his wife, Leah, pose under the street sign that bears their 
name. The Board of Tntstees named the boulevard that cimnects the Beebe-Capps 
Expressway and Park Street after the Burks' for their dedication to the University. 
A sign of change 
Naming of Burks Boulevard commends 
President for commitment to expansion 
By Bryan Creech 
Bison staff writer 
The newest street on campus 
now has a name - Burks Boule-
vard. 
The street, located between the 
Ganus Athletic Center and the 
Reynolds Center, was named at 
Harding's last Board of Trustees 
Meeting earlier this month. 
Burks Boulevard connects Park 
Street to the Beebe-Capps Express-
way and was formed during the 
construction of the Reynolds Cen-
ter. 
The new street marked the 
completion of the building and the 
ever continuing expansion of 
Harding's campus. 
Burks Boulevard is the newest 
entrance to Harding University. 
The new marquee sits at the south 
entrance of Burks Boulevard, in-
forming visitors to Harding of 
events on campus as well as the 
time and temperature. 
The street had remained name-
less for almost a year before the 
city took action. Deciding that the 
street needed naming, the city of 
Searcy contacted President David 
Burks and informed him of the 
situation. Burks then asked 
Harding's Board of Trustees to 
name the street. 
The board voted unanimously 
to name the street in honor of 
Burks and his wife, Leah. The 
board wanted to honor Burks for 
his constant attention to the re-
moval of the railroad tracks from 
Harding's campus and the redi-
rection of Park Street. 
"As a group, we wanted to rec-
ognize David and Leah's service 
and leadership to the school," 
Paul Carter, chairman of the 
board, said. "It seemed fitting that 
the naming of the boulevard 
would be a permanent recognition 
of their efforts." 
"We decided that since Dr. 
Burks has done so much for 
Harding with the Railroad re-
moval, the new street should be 
named after him and his wife," 
Don Shores, member of the board, 
said. 
Working with the city of Searcy, 
Burks led the succesful effort to 
relocate the railroad tracks to an 
off-campus location. 
Removing the tracks helps 
with traffic to and from the 
Reynolds Center and the Ganus 
Athletic Center and allows stu-
dents to cross without the hassle 
of the tracks. 
"We believe that this is particu-
larly significant because Dr. Burks 
has been the driving force behind 
the development of the southern 
portion of the campus," Shores 
said. "His vision has led to the 
complete new look and the expan-
sion of that part of the campus." 
Burks said he was surprised by 
the decision of the board, and he 
accepted the name for the new 
street reluctantly. 
"Both Leah and I were very 
honored by the naming of the 
street," he said. 
Mote replaces Davis as assistant dean of students 
By Meredith Garrity 
Bison staff writer 
After five years as assistant 
football coach of the Harding Uni-
versity football team, Roddy Mote 
has traded his position on the 
playing field to one in the admin-
istrative field. 
Mote's appointment as Assis-
tant Dean of Students was an-
nounced Friday, Jan. 7, after Terry 
Davis, former assistant dean of 
students, resigned in December 
and accepted a position at Geor-
gia Tech University in Atlanta, 
Ga., where he will pursue a doc-
torate degree. 
Mote already has a positive at-
titude towards his new position, 
one that will make him respon-
sible for discipline, student activi-
ties, social clubs participation and 
dormitory life. 
"I love football and I love to 
coach. I feel that this job requires 
a lot of the same skills, just with-
out the football," Mote said. 
As manager of Harbin dormi-
tory, assistant football coach and 
an instructor in the kinesiology 
department, Mote has been a posi-
tive influence in the lives of stu-
dents for years. Now he says he 
wants to build a relationship with 
the student body as a whole. 
"The main goal that I have as 
the new dean of men is to fulfill 
the Harding mission of develop-
ing Christian servants;' Mote said. 
Mote said he was surprised 
when Delores Carson, assistant 
vice president for student serviCes, 
approached him with the position. 
"I have always been interested 
in administrative work, but I 
didn't expect it to happen so 
soon," Mote said. 
Carson said she chose Mote for 
the position because of his quali-
fications. 
"Roddy has instant credibility 
with the students. He is well 
known on the campus and he 
brings a wealth Qf experience to 
the job," Carson said. "He is a car-
ing individual who is going to 
provide positive leadership for 
our male students." 
Mote graduated from Harding 
in 1984 with a B.A. in secondary 
education. 
He coached football teams for 
several years in Texas, Tennessee 
and Georgia, before returning to 
Harding in 1995 to earn a masters 
degree in higher education. 
Mote earned his masters, and 
he accepted the assistant football 
coach and kinesiology instructor 
Photo by Ric Helms 
Roddy Mote settles into his new office and his new position as Assistant Dean of Students. Mote accepted the Student 
Services position in early January after Terry Davis, former assistant dean of students, took a job at Georgia Tech 
University in Atlanta, Ga. 
positions at the University. 
"He is an excellent dorm man-
ager, coach and teacher," Carson 
said. "He also looks at this job as 
an opportunity to help students." 
Mote and his wife, Kim, have 
three children; two boys and one 
girl, ages two, five and eight. Mote 
and his family live in Harbin dor-
mitory but plan to move out this 
summer. 
"Dean Mote is a great guy. 
They really picked the best person 
for the job," said Matt Burcham, 
sophomore. 
Mote has resigned his coach-
ing position to devote full time to 
his new role in student services. 
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just some thoughts •.. You're a good man Charles Schultz 
You can learn a lot 
from watching a child. 
You can learn even 
more when that child is il-
lustrated and surrounds 
himself with an odd cast 
of companions, including 
one known as "Pig Pen" 
and a pet beagle who 
writes novels and plans 
much time thinking about 
the characters or 
storylines after I set the 
newspaper down, I admit 
that I was a little melan-
choly when Charles 
Schultz, the strip's creator 
and illustrator, an-
nounced in December that 
the comic's five-decade 
for D-Day, all while sit-
ting atop his red-roofed Elizabeth R. Smith 
dog house. Bison editor 
run was coming to an end 
(the last daily comic ran 
Jan. 3, and the last Sunday 
For the past 50 years, the hard les-
sons and follies of life have been played 
out by Charlie Brown and the "Pea-
nuts" gang against the backdrop of a 
rainy baseball or football field. 
Along the way, readers gently 
learned in the illustrated panels that life 
is not always fair; adults cannot always 
be trusted in a young world and 
Charlie Brown missed the football kick 
again. 
As an avid follower of the Sunday 
comics, I have grown up reading "Pea-
nuts." While I may not have spent 
strip will run Feb. 13}. I was not alone. 
Suddenly, an often cynical and cal-
culating world was enamored with one 
lovable loser whose dog usually 
seemed wiser than him. 
However, I don't think that it is nec-
essarily the little boy who always wore 
the same bright yellow shirt with a zig-
zag stripe that I, or most of the world, 
will miss. Rather, it is the idea that 
something simple and good has come 
to an end. 
Although Schultz admitted that he 
was always enthralled by a child's 
world, he never attempted to portray 
his ageless characters as carefree or 
naive. 
Instead, Schultz concocted a won-
derful mixture of innocence and intel-
ligence, satire and seriousness, history 
and hilarity. And he did it on his own. 
Schultz refused to allow any other 
illustrators to work on the column, al-
though most comic strips have a team 
of writers and illustrators. 
Yet Schultz has always been content 
to go it alone, leaving most people un-
aware of the mystery behind the car-
toon and its creator. 
In fact, very few people know the 
story behind Charles Schultz. 
According to the Jan. 1 issue of 
Newsweek, Schultz's early life reflected 
that of Charlie Brown. 
In school, he was thought to lack the 
intelligence to "make something of 
himself." 
In love, he lost his first girlfriend to 
another man. And early in his career, 
he was brushed off as "just another car-
toonist." 
Yet Schultz did make something of 
himself. In fact, he is the most success-
ful cartoonist in the U.S., with more 
than 18,000 strips drawn. 
Most of all, though, Schultz has 
taught the world valuable life lessons 
through the simple drawings featuring 
12 young characters. 
"I knew that little kids live a life that 
is different from the adults'," Schultz 
said. "I always had this feeling that 
little kids are trapped on playgrounds 
or in other places and in order to get 
away, you have to learn how to woi:k 
your way around. It's tough to be a 
little kid." 
Schultz has achieved a timelessness 
that few things in our society ever do. 
So after Feb. 13 rolls around, he will be 
remembered for Charlie Brown and so 
many hard lessons learned. 
"We don't care what those other 
people do," Schultz said. "We can still 
do something that is decent, and we 
have beaten every one of them." 
So long Charles Schultz - And good 
grief Charlie Brown. 
Campaign 2000: Don't be so quick to check the "R" 
"Don't be so quick to 
check the 'R'." 
Okay I said it. Are you 
okay? You know the "R" 
I am talking about: Re-
publican. 
Now, before you get 
too upset, hear me out. I 
am not saying do not vote 
for Republicans. 
paign 2000 are tax cuts. 
When the amount of 
money the government 
takes in is reduced, the 
money has to come from 
existing programs' bud-
gets. 
However, I am sug-
gesting that as intelligent Meredith Hlasta 
people we need to think Bison staff writer 
One of the areas facing 
proposed cuts is Social 
Security, according to 
Senator John McCain, one 
of the Republican Party's 
six Presidential contend-
through this whole election process ers. A cut in Social Security may not 
and vote on the policies endorsed by sound important to you now, but in 
the candidates. 2014, the projected year when Social Se-
The purpose of this column is to curity will run out, it will affect you 
challenge you to think outside of the either directly or indirectly. 
box. I want to encourage everyone not Some of the other issues sure to be 
to just look for that "R" or that "D," but debated during this election include the 
to instead look for the best candidate, marriage penalty, inheritance taxes, 
examine their views on policy and re- education, homosexuals in the military, 
view their voting record. In short, look health care, hate~crime bills, gun con-
for the best person for the job. trol, environmental concerns and racial 
Just because someone belongs to a profiling. 
certain party does not necessarily mean Some issues are more prominent in 
that he or she has the views you think one party that the other. For example, 
they do or even the ones you want the Democrats (AI Gore and Bill Brad-
them to have. ley) are fighting over education issues, 
However, with a little research, you while the Republicans (George W. 
can find out who does represent you. Bush, McCain, Steve Forbes, Orrin 
I am not suggesting that you read Hatch, Alan Keyes and Gary Bauer) 
everything about politics from now argue over tax cuts- what to cut and 
until November. how much to cut. 
I am talking about a looking at Time, 
Newsweek or any respectable newspa-
per once a week. 
Read and find out who has said 
what, who has voted for what, who is 
funded by whom, who has 
backpedaled and who will not commit 
to anything. 
One of the biggest issues in Cam-
Speaking of voting, we are statisti-
cally the gener~tion that does not vote. 
Why is that? People have fought for our 
right to vote- ever hear of the Ameri-
can Revolution? 
Did you know that most of our par-
ents could not vote until they were 21? 
Our fathers were being sent to Vi~tnam 
to fight when they could not even vote 
for or against the person who sent them 
there. Don't you think those 18-year-
old men would have liked to have the 
right and privilege to vote? You do, but 
do you take advantage of it? 
Why do we take for granted this 
right and allow others to elect our lead-
ers? Even the youngest of us here is go-
ing to be entering the working world 
within the foreseeable future. 
The policies being debated now af-
fect us in a big way. We need to care 
and we need to show how much we 
care with our vote. 
Let me encourage you right now to 
register to vote if you have not. You can 
register through your county court-
house or through a post office in your 
state. Contact your state for specific 
information. 
If you are already registered, then 
vote by absentee ballot in your state's 
primary and more importantly in the 
general election in November. 
When you go to vote, do not just in-
stinctively check "R" or "D." Vote for 
who is qualified. Be an educated voter. 
But most importantly, be a voter. 
Students should reflect Christian standards 
This section is reserved for letters to the editor. Please send letters or ideas for editorial 
content to Box 11192. 
I am a staff member at HU and 
also a non-traditional student. This 
allows me to see both sides of uni-
versity life. I am so thankful to my 
classmates and professors for the 
acceptance and assistance I have re-
ceived. 
As we begin a new semester, I 
would like to remind us all that we 
usually have students who do not 
come back. Sometimes it is because 
of financial difficulties, health prob-
lems or other family situations. 
Other times, though, it is because 
they have perceived an attitude 
among us that is alien to what the 
term Christicm means. 
Besides non-traditional students 
like myself, we also have those who 
could be termed "non-conformists." 
They may dress a little outrageously, 
express views that we do not agree 
with or even act in ways that are 
unacceptable behavior for Chris-
tians. 
But have we responded to them 
with the mind of Christ? Although 
He never condoned actions or atti-
tudes against God's will, Jesus did 
interact with those in a way that they 
knew He cared for them as individu-
als. He met them on their level and 
worked with them to bring them to 
a better level. If we respond to these 
"non-conformists" in a dogmatic 
and close-minded way or totally 
avoid them, will we be able to retain 
them, not only as students, but as 
Christians? I urge us all to truly ask 
ourselves, "What would Jesus do," 
and then do likewise. 
-Marilyn Dowdy 
Editor: Elizabeth R. Smith 
Business Manager: Jeff McKeand 
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U.S. should return Elian to rightful parent 
"Sit right back and you'll 
hear a tale, a tale of a fateful 
trip, that started from this 
tropic isle aboard this tiny 
ship." 
PaulVilela 
to that wolf [Fidel Castro] 
in a country where chil-
dren don't even have 
enough milk to drink," 
Lazaro said in an inter-
view with TIME, Jan. 24 is-
sue. 
However, Elian's grand-
mother, Raquel Rodriguez, 
wants him to return to 
Cuba. 
YMCA as a child. As entry-level swim-
mers, our fathers were asked to accom-
pany us. We would swim laps in the 
shallow end, trying to float on our 
backs. 
Cuba is the tropical 
isle in this story. Though 
beautiful on the surface, 
Cuba contains political 
problems that frighten 
people so horribly, some 
risk their lives to live in 
another world - a free Bison staff writer 
"Elizabet did not know 
those people in Miami," 
she said. "For her to rest in 
peace, [Elian] must be with his real fam-
ily, the one he has always known." 
I never felt a hint of fear as long as 
my dad was near me. One day, how-
ever, all of that changed. A new drill 
designed to take the fear out of swim-
ming for us was introduced to the class. 
Our fathers lined up along one end of 
the pool to catch us. One by one, the 
others soared through the air plunging 
into the water submerged for only a 
second before their fathers saved them 
from certain death. 
world. Some have suc-
cessfully made the trip, others have 
failed. Some have sacrificed their own 
lives so their children could live in a 
better world. This is where Elian 
Gonzalez enters the picture. 
On Nov. 22, six-year-old Elian and 
his mother, Elizabet, along with 11 oth-
ers, embarked on a trip to America. 
They were 13 desperate refugees who 
wanted a better life. During their jour-
ney, they came upon a storm that sank 
their small vessel and killed 10 of the 
passengers, including Elizabet. Some-
how, Elian hung on to an inner tube for 
two days until help arrived. 
Elian survived the voyage, but now 
he must survive the political firestorm 
his voyage has created. Elian's father, 
Juan Miguel, lives in Cuba and wants 
his child to return home. However, 
Juan Miguel's uncle, Lazaro Gonzalez, 
wants Elian to live with him in Miami. 
Lazaro, a mechanic and former Cu-
ban gymnast, brought his family to Mi-
ami in 1984 for a better life. 
"Elian is my blood too, and it's my 
sacred duty to see that he isn't sent back 
Dr. Michael Hughes, former head of 
child psychiatry at the University of 
Miami, agrees that Elian should be sent 
home. 
"He'll need to be with 
Brave and fearless as. they were, I 
could not take that first step. My dad's 
arms were open and ready, but I did 
not want to drown. Slowly, it seemed 
the father and grandpar-
ents who have reared him, 
not a group of well-mean-
ing but distant relatives he 
just met last Thanksgiv-
ing," he said. 
It is important for a 
child to have people he 
can depend on, people he 
can trust. That kind of 
"It is important 
for a child to have 
people he can de-
pend on, people he 
can trust. That 
kind of bond can-
not be formed in a 
as if everyone around 
me grew silent, until I 
looked up to see my dad 
reaching for me, and I 
heard the voice of the 
one person I knew I 
could believe in. 
"Jump. I promise I'll 
catch you." 
He caught me, and in 
that pool my dad and I 
built a bridge that I 
could not have built 
bond cannot be formed in few short weeks. " 
a few short weeks. Elian 
should be allowed to return to his fa-
ther who loves him. 
Many people believe that Elian is 
better off free in the U.S. than with his 
father in Cuba. Yet they do not recog-
nize the importance of the father in a 
child's life. 
I took swimming lesson at the local 
with any other person. The name of 
that bridge is trust. 
Elian has been through a lot. 
Everyone wants what is best for him. 
I believe that what is best for little Elian 
is for him to be with the person he be-
lieves in, the person he trusts the most 
-his father. 
Facing the Issues 
Should Elian Gonzalez be sent back to Cuba or be allowed to remain in the U.S.? 
U.S. should respect ntother's ·wishes 
So much controversy 
about a boy named 
Elian. This six-year-old 
boy who seems very av-
erage on the outside is, in 
fact, not average at all. 
Elian Gonzalez, along 
with 12 would-be refu-
gees, left Cuba and set 
sail for Florida before 
keep Elian in Florida. They 
have repeatedly said that 
life in communist Cuba au-
tomatically constitutes 
'child abuse. 
Elian's father, however, 
opposes this statement and 
demands that the boy be 
returned to him. 
The answer may be Lazaro Munero. 
Munero and Elizabet had been seeing 
each other since 1997, according to 
Dateline NBC. He was the leader of the 
expedition that morning. 
dawn, Monday morning, 
Nov. 22. Kelly Carter 
However, a storm on Bison staff writer 
"Elian has repeatedly 
stated to his father that he 
does not want to be re-
turned to 
The original group included 15 Cu-
bans who set out Nov. 21. However, 
when the motor failed and they were 
spotted by a Cuban patrol boat, one 
mother aboard decided that the trip 
was too risky and she and her daugh-
ter did not leave with them. 
the first day of travel 
caused the ship to capsize leaving 10 
dead including Elian's mother. Elian 
was found on Thanksgiving day alone 
and adrift in the Atlantic Ocean. 
"Because his divorced mother 
drowned while fleeing Cuba with Elian 
and he has been claimed by South 
Florida's politically powerful and 
highly vocal Cuban community, his 
case has been propelled into the realms 
of high politics and foreign policy," 
Karen DeYoung wrote in the Jan. 10 is-
sue of the Washington Post. 
A judge in Miami has granted tem-
porary custody of Elian to his Cuban-
American great-uncle and has sched-
uled a hearing for March 6. 
Miami relatives are fighting hard to 
Since the boat left Cuba's shore at 
Cuba," the 
petition filed by Elian's 
Miami relatives and 
quoted in the Jan. 11 
Washington Post said . 
"[Being] forced to return 
to Cuba would submit 
him to abuse and ne-
glect, and the Castro re-
gime has taken control of 
Elian's father." 
How did Elian get 
caught in the middle of 
an international cus-
"In this land of 
immense prosper-
ity, we need to re-
spect the wishes of 
Elian~ late mother 
and share with 
Elian this great gift 
of freedom. " 
freedom. 
least twice, it is obvious 
that Elizabet was com-
mitted to bringing her 
son into the free world. 
This was not a sponta-
neous decision; she had a 
chance to stay. However, 
her wish for Elian was 
much larger. Sadly, 
Elizabet would never see 
America. Elizabet had a 
dream for Elian. She 
wanted what we all take 
for granted every day-
tody battle? Let us return to that fate-
ful November morning. Why was the 
need to get away so great that this 
young mother would risk herself and 
her child on a rickety boat to Florida? 
In this land of immense prosperity, 
we need to respect the wishes of Elian' s 
late mother and share with Elian this 
great gift of freedom. 
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Blazing new trails: 85 students make their way on campus 
By Sarah Terry 
Bison staff writer 
A little more than a month ago, 
Scott Colvin was a high school se-
nior in Jefferson City, Mo. 
Today, he is a college freshman 
and one of 85 transfers and new 
students who arrived on the 
Harding University campus in 
mid-January for the spring semes-
ter. 
In high school, Colvin found 
himself in the unique position of 
having enough credits to gradu-
ate a semester early. 
Rather than waiting until the 
fall to begin college, he opted for 
an early start. 
"It's something I wanted to 
do,"Colvin, who plan to major in 
physics and math, said." I planned 
to come to Harding anyway. This 
gives me a head start in college." 
According to Carol Kell, assis-
tant director of admissions, the 
number of transfers and new stu-
dents enrolling in the spring has 
remained steady for a number of 
years. 
Kell added that the students 
who come to Harding in the 
spring semester come for reasons 
as varied as the students who ar-
rive in the fall. 
"Some students find they were 
not a good fit at their first school," 
she said. "For some students, it's 
Harding's location and distance 
from their home. For others, it's 
the environment that's offered at 
Harding." 
Many of the students who be-
gin school in the spring are full-
time and from the Searcy area, Kell 
said, noting that only 25 of the 85 
new students live on campus. 
Rebekah Rubio, a freshman 
family and consumer sciences 
major from Memphis, Tenn., 
transferred to Harding from 
Abilene Christian University. 
Near the end of her first semes-
ter at ACU, Rubio made the deci-
sion to enroll at Harding so she 
could be closer to home in Mem-
phis, Tenn. 
While attending school in 
Abilene, Rubio was 12 hours 
away. 
"Beginning college brought a 
lot of changes. I realized that I 
wanted to be closer to home," 
Rubio said, whose two older sis-
ters formerly attended Harding. 
Both Colvin and Rubio admit-
ted that the prospect of enrolling 
in a new school during the year 
can be daunting. 
But Rubio said she has no re-
grets about her decision to trans-
fer. 
"I have felt so welcome. Every-
body has been so friendly and in-
viting," she said. 
While Colvin already had sev-
eral friends at Harding, he said 
beginning school in the middle of 
the year was still a bit intimidat-
ing. 
"It was kind of scary," he said, 
adding that he probably would 
not recommend transferring in the 
middle of the year to a student 
who did not already have a group 
of friends. 
In May, after Colvin completes 
his first round of college finals, he 
will return home to walk with his 
class in his high school graduation Photo by Ric Helms 
ceremonies. Rebekah Rubio, freshman, starts studying early in the semester. A transfer student from Abilene Christian University, 
Rubio came to Harding so she could be closer to her home in Memphis, Tenn. 
Access center to provide hands-on training for 
mathematics, science education on campus 
BAINES COMPLETE WELLNESS 
MEDICAL CENTER 
The Center for Mathematics 
and Science Education at Harding 
University is now an access cen-
ter for the Eisenhower National 
Clearinghouse (ENC) in partner-
ship with the Eisenhower South-
west Consortium for the Improve-
ment of Mathematics and Science 
Teaching (SCJMAST). 
SCIMAST in Austin, Texas is 
one of the ten science and math-
ematics consortia funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education to 
identify and share resources that 
assist teachers and schools in im-
proving mathematics and science 
education. 
Harding will provide training 
with materials that support math-
ematics and science education as 
well as network sessions for teach-
ers to share their experiences. 
Teachers will be offered on-line in-
formation about materials and ac-
tual hands-on experiences to see 
what resources are available and 
how they may be used in their 
classrooms. 
The Center for Mathematics 
and Science Education at Harding 
University is located in Sewell 
Hall, Room B and is open from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Other services provided 
include computer access, print 
and on-line materials, peer train-
ing, teacher training, and access to 
other consortium resources. 
Call279-4167 or e-mail the cen-
ter for Mathematics and Science at 
rna thandscicenter@harding.ed u 
for more information. 
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Meeting challenges students 
to 'focus on the journey' 
By Rachel Wilson 
Bison staff writer 
The College Church of Christ 
held its annual gospel meeting 
Jan. 16-19, featuring guest speaker 
Kurt Picker from the West Hous-
ton Church of Christ in Houston, 
Texas. 
Picker presented six sermons 
from II Peter focusing on how the 
apostle Peter's eyewitness of 
Christ influenced his testimony 
and writings to other Christians. 
He then correlated Peter's experi-
ences to those of present-day 
Christians and encouraged the 
audience to let their lives demon-
strate the power of Christ. 
Picker admonished the audi-
ence to "focus on the end of the 
journey, not on the potholes along 
the way" and not to be spiritually 
nearsighted. He said that "spiri-
tual blindness is worse than physi-
cal blindness." 
"[Picker] was very good at re-
lating to the audience," Tamera 
Smith, sophmore, said. "I really 
liked his thoughts about the di-
vine nature of God and how we 
can experience that power." 
"He did an excellent job of 
reaching the students," John 
Chesshir, senior, said. "He used 
the life of Peter to encourage a 
young person to be able to look 
ahead and see what God can do." 
Picker graduated from 
Harding in 1976 and has been 
preaching for the the West Hous-
ton Church of Christ for 17 years. 
He now has two children and two 
nephews attending the university. 
"Listening to my uncle was 
good," Jeremy Picker, junior, said. 
"It was neat that other people got 
to hear the kind of message he 
brought. He was so genuine." 
About 40 people responded to 
the invitation throughout the 
week. Perhaps the most fulfilling 
moment for Picker was witness-
ing one of his nephews become a 
Christian on Tuesday night. 
However, Picker admonished 
his audience to not let the re-
sponses, however, be what deter-
mined the success of the meeting. 
He said the real success would be 
measured in how people commit-
ted to refocusing their lives on a 
daily basis. 
"Many lives were touched and 
conversations sparked by the ser-
mons," Jeremy Picker said. "Talk-
ing and thinking about it is more 
of what needs to happen." 
Tquon Moore, a youth minis-
ter from the West Houston 
Church of Christ led the singing 
at each gathering. 
Together, Moore and Picker 
acted as a team to encourage the 
audience. 
"I enjoyed the way Tquon and 
Kurt interacted," Smith said. 
"They played off of each other's 
s trengths. Tquon did his bes t to 
get out of the way and encourage 
the audience to focus only on 
God." 
The urgency of Picker's mes-
sage touched the hearts of many 
people, according to Chessir. 
"He put the story [of Peter] in 
a light I'd never seen it in before," 
he said. "He showed that we still 
have a place in God's plan even 
when we fall short." 
"The examples he gave of righ-
teousness were very beneficial," 
Smith said. "He did a good job of 
showing us that, like Peter, if we 
will get out of the way, God will 
take care of the rest." 
Neale Pryor, vice president of 
academic affairs, commended 
Picker on his success as a first time 
speaker at the College Church of 
Christ gospel meeting. 
" He [Picker] did a very fine 
job, and it was his first meeting for 
College." 
Photo by Dr. Carl Mitchell 
Bntce McClarty, minister of the College Church of Christ, introduces Kurt Picker 
at the gospel meeting. The theme of the meeting was "Focus on the Journey." 
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A little studying goes a long way 
Brian Brophy, junior, takes time before his next class to catch up on some last minute 
reading on the second floor of the student center. The start of a semester in a new 
millennium gave many students the chance to make resolutions regarding their aca-
demic studies as well as other personal goals and ambitions. 
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'Mirrorball' marks McLachlan's musical milestone 
Sarah McLachlan's album "Mirrorball" features live versions of some of her 
most popular singles. The album is on sale for approximately $16. 
By Vicki Cupper 
Bison staff writer 
I have a theory that live albums 
are better than studio albums. Sa-
rah McLachlan's Mirrorba/l is no 
exception. 
Released at the end of last year, 
Mirrorball is one of the best live 
CO's I have ever hea.rd. Her per-
formance rivals any by music 
greats Carol King or Joni Mitchell. 
Camille Henderson's backing vo-
cals complement McLachlan's 
voice perfectly. 
The first track, "Building a 
Mystery," is not unlike the studio 
version. It has the typical exten-
sion with a hard cutoff at the end. 
"Mystery" is an excellent song to 
open with. It sets the mood of the 
whole CD. 
"Hold On" has a beautiful in-
troduction. This song really show-
cases McLachlan's talent as a 
songwriter. "Hold On" then 
blends with "Good Enough," a 
ballad about failing to please the 
one you love. 
Undoubtedly the best song on 
Mirrorball, the hit "I Will Remem-
ber You" is one of music's proud-
est moments. McLachlan's voice is 
full of the heart and soul intended 
for this musical milestone. 
"Adia," although not a per-
sonal favorite, is a beautiful song 
live. It has a cool, dramatic end-
ing. I definitely prefer the live ver-
sion to the original version on Sur-
facing. 
The next track, "I Love You," 
is an emotional love song about a 
woman who loves a man but can-
not tell him. When she finally has 
a chance, it is too late. It has a 
lovely Spanish-guitar type solo 
and a beautiful harmony. 
Another excellently written 
love song, "Do What You Have to 
Do" is an intimate ballad - just 
McLachlan and her piano- about 
doing what you have to do to sur-
vive the pitfalls of love. 
"The I:'ath of Thorns (Terms)" 
is the most upbeat song on the 
whole CD. Beware- it is catchy. 
"Fear" is a wonderful song 
about the doubts we all experience 
in a romantic relationship. I love 
this song, although McLachlan ri-
vals Mariah Carey's range on the 
high notes during the chorus (I 
really miss those eardrums). 
Her debut hit, "Possession" is 
better off left alone. Unfortunately, 
McLachlan adds some hard gui-
tar and a funky, 80's electronica/ 
drum-machine thing at the begin-
ning.lt has a cool ending, though. 
I hp.ve never liked the begin-
ning of "Sweet Surrender" or the 
whole song for that matter. How-
ever, I like this version - it is 
kicky and energetic. 
"Ice Cream" is a really cute 
song. It shows that McLachlan is 
not serious all the time, and she 
does have a sense of humor. I love 
the part when the audience sings 
along. 
"Fumbling Towards Ecstasy" is 
the calming low to "Ice Cream's" 
sugar high. It is a wise and beau-
tiful song about not denying our-
selves the satisfaction of properly 
reacting to our emotions. Good 
advice. 
To hear the final track, "An-
gel," is to understand why the 
song was written in the first place. 
McLachlan's vocals are more 
heartfelt on "Angel" than on any 
other track. I cry every time I lis-
ten to this song. Her voice will rip 
your heart out and stomp all over 
it. 
This is one of the best live CD' s 
every produced. The audience's 
response to each song made me 
wish I was there with them to 
share in the magic that is 
Mirrorball. It will have the same 
affect on you. So go ahead. Buy the 
CD. You will thank me for it. 
Brass quintet entertains with delightful blend of Dixie, Gershwin 
By Elizabeth R. Smith & 
Stephen Jerkins 
The Saint Louis Brass Quintet 
performed to a full house and con-
cluded to a standing ovation Mon-
day night in the Administration 
Auditorium as the first of two per-
formances for this semester's 
Classical Lyceum Series. 
Allan Dean, trumpet; Ray 
Sasaki, trumpet; Thomas Bacon, 
horn; Melvyn Jernigan, trombone; 
and Daniel Perantoni, tuba, make 
up the group, which has been in 
existence, with various members, 
for more than 35 years. 
The quintet performed a vari-
ety of brass pieces including three 
tango arrangements, a Dixieland 
medley, six "animal ditties," a 
Gershwin medley and an arrange-
ment of Japanese songs. 
However, the five performers 
agreed that their favorite perfor-
mance piece is one entitled, 
"Divertimento for Neglected Mu-
sical Instruments," which show-
cases less-known instruments, 
such as a garden hose equipped 
with a mouth piece and a slide 
trombone that spanned from one 
side of the stage to the other. 
"My favorite piece is the instru-
ment demonstration," Jernigan 
said. "The audiences always seem 
to love it." 
Josh Brown, senior, has at-
tended several past Lyceum per-
formances, but found the quintet 
to be the most enjoyable. 
"I have been a few times, but 
this is probably the best one that I 
have been to," he said. 
Having been around for about 
35 years, the quintet prides them-
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selves on having a great deal of 
experience. 
In fact, of the five members, 
four teach music at the university 
level and all have performed in-
ternationally, Jernigan said. 
With Monday's performance 
successfully completed, the music 
department is preparing for 
Thursday, Feb. 3, which marks the 
final Lyceum performance of the 
semester. The show turns the spot-
light on pianist Dr. Neil Rupman 
at 7 p.m. in the Administration 
Auditorium. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door for one dollar. 
An amateur boxer with a 
record of 6-0, Rupman is also a 
professor of music at the Univer-
sity of Central Arkansas. His per-
formance will focus on the works 
of Robert and Clara Scheumann. 
The Lyceum was created with 
the mission of bringing a variety 
of performers to campus and rep-
resenting many types of perform-
ing disciplines and media, accord-
ing to Dr. Cliff Ganus, professor 
of music. 
The series not only offers an 
educational aspect, but it is also 
for the enjoyment of students and 
the Searcy community. 
The Music Department is also 
featuring the Community Cham-
ber Music Series, March 9 at 7:30 
p.m. 
The program is intended to dis-
play the talents of professional 
musicians from Arkansas. 
Carl Anthony, Jennifer Garner 
and Scott Carrell will be the fea-
tured soloists. 
The players will perform 
Vivaldi's "Spring from the Four 
Seasons;" Haydn's "Concerto in 
D Major;" Shostakovich's "Piano 
Concerto." 
Chamber music will include all 
areas of the musical spectrum: vio-
lin, French horn, piano trios and 
Baroque string ensembles and vo-
cal ensembles. 
Tickets are $8 for the public, $4 
for students and may be pur-
chased at the door or by calling 
279-4575. 
Photo by Amanda Rush 
Four members of the St. Louis Brass Quintet perform in the Administration Auditorium last Monday night as part of the 
Classical Lyceum Series. The quintet has been in existence for more tlum 35 years and has performed internationally. 
BISON PORTS 
The Weekly Wrap-Up 
Home victories boost Bisons to 2-2 in conference 
By Kelli Fager 
Bison staff writer 
After a stretch of losses on the 
road earlier this month, the Bisons 
returned home with two convinc-
ing conference victories. 
The first win came Jan. 20 
against a tough Southwest Okla-
homa State University team with 
a score of 94-79. Michael Jackson, 
sophomore, and Armand Etame, 
junior, grabbed seven rebounds 
each while Levern Floyd, senior, 
led the team with 17 points. 
"We'd been anticipating get-
ting back home and were excited 
about playing in the Rhodes 
again," Floyd said. "The Rowdies 
are a big part of our success." 
Last Saturday against the 
Cameron University Aggies, the 
Rhodes Rowdies cheered the team 
on to yet another Bison victory. 
Harding dominated the first 
half of the game, scoring eight 
three-pointers within the first 10 
minutes of play. In one stretch, the 
unstoppable Bisons charged at the 
Aggies with a 24-point run. 
Harding's offensive game 
overpowered Cameron's defense, 
extending the lead to more than 
30 points by the middle of the sec-
ond half. When the final buzzer 
sounded, Harding had embar-
rassed the Aggies by a score of 
100-58. This victory marked the 
Bisons' first triple digit score of the 
season. 
Against the Aggies, Chris 
Hardaway, senior, led the team 
with 24 points, while Jackson 
again led the team with 13 re-
bounds. 
"We were making everything 
that we threw up there," 
Hardaway said. "Our defense was 
causing us to get a lot of rebounds. 
That's what won our last two 
games - not giving up second 
shots." 
Coach Jeff Morgan agreed. He 
said rebounding is key to the 
team's success. 
"It's something we've worked 
on a Jot and did a much better job 
at these last two games," he said. 
"Rebounding is what finishes the 
play and puts the ball back in our 
hands. It's just part of playing 
good defense." 
But the Bisons will need more 
than just strong defense to be the 
best in the Lone Star Conference. 
"Confidence is key," Morgan 
said. "These first two wins at 
home give us a little more confi-
dence going into this weekend." 
"The wins against Southwest 
and Cameron were great for our 
confidence and for keeping us fo-
cused for the games ahead," 
Hardaway said. "We know we're 
going to have to play smart and 
play good defense to compete 
with the best in the conference." 
Being one of the best means 
making the conference tourna-
ment at the end of the regular sea-
son. To do this, the Bisons must 
own one of the top four records in 
the conference. 
"Winning at home and split-
ting on the road puts us in a good 
position to make the [Lone Star] 
conference tournament," Morgan 
said. "A conference record of 8-6 
or even7-7 should give us a good 
chance." 
Currently, the Bisons are 2-2 in 
the conference, and 7-9 overall. 
Earning a berth in the tourna-
ment will not be easy as the Bisons 
must still face top-ranked North-
eastern Oklahoma on the road 
later in the season and a strong 
University of Central Oklahoma 
(UCO) team tomorrow night. 
"They've been a very strong 
team in this conference for several 
years now," Morgan said, speak-
ing of UCO. "They're a 'run and 
gun' team with an up-tempo style. 
They have averaged over 100 
points a game the last couple of 
years and are usually a very fun 
team to watch." 
Two years ago, the Bisons 
ended up on the losing end of a 
117-109 score against UCO. 
The two teams will tip off to-
morrow afternoon at 4 p.m. in the 
Rhodes Memorial Fieldhouse. 
Photo by Ric Helms 
Chris Hardaway, senior, scores two of his nine points on a fast break last Thursday night against Southwestern Oklahoma 
State in Harding's 94-79 victory. Hardaway followed the performance two days later with a game-high 24 points. 
Play intensifies as Lady Bisons 
continue conference schedule 
By AlanSeim 
Bison staff writer 
As the road to the conference 
tournament rolls on, the Lady 
Bisons are beginning to pick up 
the pace. 
This weekend marks the clos-
ing of a four-game home stand for 
the Lady Bisons. They played 
Northeastern State University last 
night and will play the University 
of Central Oklahoma tomorrow 
afternoon at 2 p.m. in the Rhodes 
Memorial Fieldhouse. 
The team hopes to improve 
their conference record to 4-2 af-
ter this weekend, before heading 
to Batesville to play Lyon College, 
Feb. 1. 
Rachel Raglin, senior, has been 
instrumental in leading the team 
to their recent success. The Lady 
Bisons, now 8-7, find themselves 
in prime position in the Lone Star 
Conference standings. The team 
has responded to Raglin's inten-
sity on the court, coach Brad 
Francis said. 
"Rachel has really turned up 
her level of play as of late," he 
said. 
The Lady Bisons, who are cur-
rently 2-2 in the conference, have 
a new look at several key posi-
tions. Francis said Jennifer Will-
iams, junior transfer, has been a 
nice addition to the squad. 
"When Jennifer plays well, the 
team seems to rally around her," 
he said. 
Many thought the Lady Bisons 
would have difficulty adjusting 
this season due to the number of 
new additions to the team. How-
ever, it seems that the Lady Bisons 
have surprised those who 
doubted them. 
"We are now playing better as 
a team," Jamie Pate, senior, said. 
"Considering the amount of new 
additions, we are adjusting well." 
The offensive production of the 
team has picked up since the be-
ginning of the season, according 
to Francis. Much of this increase 
can be attributed to the play of 
Krista Anderson, junior. 
"Our offense has progressed 
recently, and as our new players 
adjust, it will continue to im-
prove," Anderson said. 
With only 11 games remaining 
on the schedule, each game grows 
in importance for the Lady Bisons. 
The team thinks they can improve 
on last year's squad, which ad-
vanced to the conference tourna-
ment, according to Raglin. 
Your hometown pharmacist is 
right here in Searcy. 
"We take good care of students." 
We're located in the 
Searcy Medical Center. 
268-3311 Photo by Ric Helms 
Jennifer Williams, junior, scores a basket last Thursday night in a 60-48 win 
over Southwest Oklahoma State. The Lady Bisons will play the University of 
Central Oklahoma tomorrow at 2 p.m. in the Rhodes Memorial Fieldhouse. 









Sponsored by Mazzio's Pizza 
Welcome, Arm-Chair Quarterbacks! 
Here's a chance for you, Joe or Jane Harding, to match wits 
against the Bison Sports Editor for the chance to win a large 
pizza and two drinks from Mazzio's in Searcy. So, predict the 
winners of each game and the exact score of the tie-breaker. Then 
place this form in the Sports Challenge box in the post office 






















Utah at Minnesota 
San Antonio at Portland 
Miami at Indiana 
NHL 
Philadelphia at Montreal 
New Jersey at Detroit 
Colorado at St. Louis 
NCAA Men's Basketball 
Central Oklahoma at Harding 
Vanderbilt at Florida 
St. John's at Syracuse 
Texas at Oklahoma 
Michigan St. at Michigan 
Tennessee at Kentucky 
NCAA Women's Basketball 
Central Oklahoma at Harding 
Tennessee at Connecticut 
Tie-Breaker: 
(guess the exact score) 
Super Bowl 
Tennessee vs. St. Louis 
* Editor's picks are in bold. 
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Hold athletes to a higher standard 
For the past four 
weeks, the name of 
John Rocker, relief 
pitcher for the At-
lanta Braves, has 
been all over sports 
news. Controversy 
has officially set in. 
The establishme~t 
has rightly pegged 
him as a racist and 
bigot. 
In the Dec. 27 is-
teries, bottles and 
quarters at him. 
Although I am 
not saying their be-
havior was right, I 
do think he had it 
coming. 
Rocker egged 
the fans on when 
he spit and rudely 
gestured at them 
during a batting 
practice. 
sue of Sports Illus- By Jody Knight 
trated, Rocker di- Bison staff writer 
rected racial slurs 
Yet after all this, 
he says the fans are 
"degenerate." I say 
it takes one to know one. toward many different ethnic 
groups. He also made degrading 
comments about women. The 
man even made a racist comment 
about one of his own teammates. 
Apparently, Rocker has a very 
low tolerance for certain cities too. 
The mention of New York City set 
off a rampage. He said he cannot 
stand the city or its people. There 
are far too many foreigners in 
New York City, according to 
Rocker, who wonders "how they 
got in this country." What upsets 
him the most is the three nights 
he had to play in Shea Stadium 
during the playoffs. 
To say the least, Mets fans do 
not like Rocker. They threw bat-
Although Rocker has not bro-
ken the law or caused any physi-
cal damage, he needs to be taught 
a lesson. His behavior and speech 
are totally uncalled for. Everyone 
in the spotlight has an obligation 
to be a role model. 
Are we saying because this 
man is a good athlete, he should 
be able to degrade other human 
beings whenever he chooses? 
Children watch this man. Do 
we want our children to think this 
type of racist and sexist behavior 
is acceptable? 
With hate so prevalent in 
today's world, our children 
should not have to be exposed to 
the hatred of this ignorant man. 
Many people believe it is 
Rocker's right to say whatever he 
wants. I say it is no man's right to 
hate. 
Hate is the root of violence. I 
am sure the forefathers of this 
country did not mean for the First 
Amendment to be a hiding place 
for ignorant people who seek at-
tention by degrading others. 
I believe this man should be 
punished for his actions. The base-
ball commissioner is making 
Rocker go through psychological 
testing. I am not sure if this is 
teaching Rocker a lesson or if it is 
just a good public relations ploy 
by the league. 
If the league continues to let 
Rocker speak his mind on all 
things, I think sales will start de-
creasing. Who will want their 
child to go see the foul-mouth 
bigot from Atlanta? 
Rocker should be punished -
end of story. When Dennis Rod-
man upset the NBA commis-
sioner, he did not go unpunished. 
Why should Rocker get a break? 
I think a short suspension at the 
beginning of the season would 
keep this guy quiet, although he 
still may not want to vacation in 
New York City anytime soon. 
Facing the SPORTS Issues 
Should major league baseball officials punish john Rocker? 






ments appeared in 
the Dec. 27 issue of 
Sports Illustrated, 
the news media 
and many Ameri-
cans have not 
stopped talking 
about what this 25-
year-old pitcher for 
the Atlanta Braves 
said about the By Eric Barnes 
It is not hard to 
understand why 
many people are 
offended and dis-
gusted by Rocker's 
comments. In fact, 
Rocker himself, in 




sexuals made him 
look like "a com-
plete jerk." Re-
Mets, their city Bison staff writer 
(New York) and 
just about everybody in it. 
Of course, as with most contro-
versies, there are a wide range of 
opinions as to what punishment, 
if any, Rocker should receive for 
making these comments. 
Some go so far as to say that 
the league itself should take action 
against Rocker. Many want to see 
Rocker permanently suspended 
from baseball. 
Despite personal feelings about 
the situation, one must come to the 
realization that Rocker has done 
nothing illegal. Since when in 
America has one not bten able to 
freely express and speak upon his 
feelings, emotions, thoughts and 
even prejudices? 
Hello, First Amendment! 
One baseball fan, Lee Harrison, 
in a posting on ESPN.com said, 
"Why can't people let go of this? 
He did nothing illegal. He just ran 
his mouth a little. He did not at-
tempt to strangle his coach (Latrell 
Sprewell is still playing), neither 
has he been arrested for drugs 
(Leon Lett and Darryl Strawberry 
are still playing). Seems to me this 
is a case of reverse discrimination; 
if the Braves do anything to pun-
ish Rocker, I will never go to an-
gardless of that, major league 
baseball officials have no reason, 
or right, to punish Rocker. 
Despite the one-sided view the 
media has placed on the "John 
Rocker issue," many Americans 
and baseball fans are sticking up 
for him. 
In a recent poll conducted by 
ESPN.com, people were asked if 
they felt the league should take 
action against Rocker. An over-
whelming 75 percent said the 
league should take no action 
against Rocker for his comments. 
Furthermore, Rocker has pub-
licly apologized for making the 
comments. In his ESPN interview 
with Peter Gammons, Rocker said 
he just "lost his cool" and said 
things he did not mean about New 
York fans because he wanted "to 
inflict some emotional pain in re-
taliation to the pain that had been 
inflicted on me." 
Of course, Rocker is referring 
to the harassment he received dur-
ing a playoff game at the Mets' 
Shea Stadium last October where 
fans cursed and threw objects at 
him. 
It is not hard to see why he 
might have blown up after being 
treated the way he was by the 
Mets' fans. Perhaps they should be 
the ones ridiculed and put on pub-
lic trial for their comments and ac-
tions. 
Perhaps the most disturbing 
aspect of the whole issue is that 
the media and Americans cannot 
let the issue die, even after 
Rocker's apology. 
Once again they have jumped 
aboard the racism bandwagon 
and have branded Rocker the 
Hitler of current society, despite 
the fact Rocker invited black 
people to stay at his home not only 
once, but as Rocker stated in his 
Sports Illustrated interview, "three 
times over." 
Rocker realizes he said some 
things that crossed the line. How-
ever, his apology should be ac-
cepted, and he should not be pun-
ished by the league or any indi-
vidual. If we do not accept his 
apology and instead decide that 
he was not sincere, are we really 
any different than he? 
Whether Rocker is going to be 
punished by the league is yet to 
be determined. However, it is a 
guarantee that the first meeting 
this spring between the Braves 
and Mets will be an interesting 
one, in which Rocker will once 
again be yelled at and ridiculed by 
thousands of screaming Mets' 
fans . 
A posted statement by baseball 
fan Chris Young on ESPN .com put 
it best by saying, "I think every-
one needs to drop this issue. The 
man spoke out and did not think 
about what he was saying, and 
now he is paying for it. He actu-
ally did not say anything that 
some others have not said in the 
past, and they did not catch as 
much heat as he has." 
